
MINUTES 
TOWN OF QUARTZSITE 

BUDGET WORKSHOP 

OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 

MONDAY, MAY 18, 2020 AT 1 :00 PM 

CALL TO ORDER: 1:00 p.m. 

Mayor Simpson called the Budget Workshop to order at 1 :00 p.m. 

INVOCATION: Council Member Amon gave the invocation. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Vice Mayor Warner led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member BearCat, Council 
Member Schue, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Amon 
Absent: Council Member Cunningham 

Staff Present: Jim Ferguson, Town Manager; Kiki Tunnell, Finance Director; Emmett 
Brinkerhoff, Public Works Director; Michelle Kaufman, Recreation Coordinator; Tina 
Abri�ni, Town Clerk 

BUDGET WORKSHOP: 

DISCUSSION WITH DEPARTMENT MANAGERS AND COUNCIL 

• Revenue Discussion

Kiki Tunnell, Finance Director, reviewed the Revenues for all Budgets listed on the 
Budget Work Sheets. 

Town Manager Ferguson and Finance Director Tunnell took notes on direction and 
suggestions made by the Council Members. 

There was a discussion of putting a figure in for any revenues received from renting the 
new Community Center building. 

• Department Discussions

Town Manager Ferguson and Finance Director Tunnell took notes on direction and 
suggestions made by the Council Members. 

There was an overview of Grant Revenues by Department; there was concurrence on 
raising Miscellaneous General Fund Grants from five million to 15 million dollars. 
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The Transit Grant will be covered 100% with no match required by the Town. 

Capital Projects Revenues and Expenditures including those proposed for FY 2020-
2021 were reviewed. 

There was a discussion of sending post cards to past vendors. 

There was a discussion of the Town having received money back from the Risk Pool 
this year. Town Manager Ferguson proposed that we use those dollars to help pay the 
premium for the coming year. 

Public Works Director Brinkerhoff noted that the grant match this year for the UTV area 
will be in-kind. 

Public Works Director Brinkerhoff commented that Capital Outlay will be $70,000 for two 
new pick-up trucks to replace two old ones that could be disposed of the usual way 
which is to go to Surplus followed by an auction. The alternative of donating the old 
trucks to non-profits was discussed. 

There was a discussion of signs around Town fading and peeling. 

Town Manager Ferguson said we will do an assessment of the Town's signs. 

1. HURF

There was a discussion of the HURF Reserve Funds. 

There was a discussion of roadway improvements along West Main and getting help 
from the existing development. 

There was a discussion of the line item Street Repairs and Maintenance being raised to 
at least $200,000. 

It was noted that once the Quail Trail Water Line Relocation is completed, there will 
need to be a Quail Trail wash crossing. 

2. Water

It was noted that Water Revenue will have no increase this year. 

It was noted that line item Outside Service Providers will no longer be needed because 
we now have two Certified Operators. 

It was noted that line item Project Construction is for a well; if there is no grant for this, 
the process could be broken down into steps for each year. The example of drilling and 
lining the well the first year followed by getting a motor and pump the next year was 
given. 
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The costliness of a redundant system for Water was discussed. 

3. Wastewater

It was noted that Wastewater Fees will be increased beginning July 1, 2020. 

Town Manager Ferguson commented that we might want to give a little break to our 
citizens by holding off the increase until January 1, 2021, a one-time six-month reprieve. 

Town Manager Ferguson noted that they plan on keeping River Septic for now as the 
Outside Services Provider because it is the most cost-effective option, to stay with what 
we have. 

Under the Plant Operations line item, it was noted this includes the chemicals used at 
the Plant. 

There was a discussion of raising the Bad Debt Expense, write-offs, to a higher figure 
because of the pandemic. It was noted that this should also be true for the Water 
Department. 

There was a discussion of getting a Vactor Truck with the remaining grant money. 

There was a discussion of getting a camera for the Wastewater System which would be 
a one-time expense resulting in an underground map. 

There was discussion of leak detection to identify where the million(s) gallons of Water 
Loss is going monthly. 

There was a discussion of concerns for the groundwater in our aquifer. 

Town Manager Ferguson indicated he would get some information on the approximate 
cost for the purchase of a detection system. 

Bringing in a company to do a study was mentioned. 

4. Parks

There was a discussion of raising the starting wage for Public Works Employees. 

It was noted that there are three positions allocated between Parks and HURF. 

It was proposed that the Capital Outlay be used for lighting for the nighttime in the Park 
followed by a discussion of the youth using the Park after dark. 

It was noted that Nicci Collier, Public Works Administrative Assistant, would look for a 
grant for lighting. 
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There was a discussion of the Park being open sunrise to sunset and possibly changing 
that policy. 

There was a discussion of the differences between Maintenance, Capital Improvements 
and Capital Projects. 

There was discussion of the Town's youth needing a bigger skate park and Celia's 
Rainbow Gardens needing help. 

There was a discussion of the community doing fund-raisers and the Town looking into 
volunteer coordination. 

It was noted that the Parks Board and other boards have to be reactivated. 

The consensus of the Council was to cancel the Fireworks for 2020 for which $10,000 
was allocated. 

There was a discussion of citizens still celebrating Independence Day, ideas for 
alternatives to fireworks and researching to learn what the Town's surrounding areas 
will be doing to celebrate. 

There was discussion of making water in the Park potable, the watering schedule and 
locking mechanisms. 

Town Manager Ferguson said we think it is time to merge the Cemetery and the Parks. 

5. Cemetery

There was a discussion of the Town having had so few burials recently that a software 
system for the plots and deeds may not be immediately necessary. 

Mayor Simpson suggested that the issue of having the Cemetery under Parks be placed 
on an agenda. 

Public Works Director Brinkerhoff commented about working with State Parks for grants. 

Public Works Director Brinkerhoff talked about sending someone to Master Gardener 
School. 

6. Capital Projects

Public Works Director Brinkerhoff noted that the Collection System includes Manhole 
Preservation and keeping the Collection System clean. 

After some discussion of making the Town's effluent usable, Public Works Director 
Brinkerhoff commented that he could get some numbers rather quickly. 
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There was a discussion of creating another bike path. 

There was a discussion of the Town researching what it would take to get a large LED 
sign that would serve as a community bulletin board. There was concurrence with 
sending the discussion of the signage for a local billboard to the QUEST Board because 
it is an economic development program. 

After inquiries, Town Manager Ferguson said he would get the Council a report on water 
rights, a hydrologist and the well. 

There was a discussion of the new building being completed this fall. 

• Review of Priorities

It was noted that there were no additional priorities in the area of Public Works. 

Mayor Simpson adjourned the meeting at 3:52 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT: 3:52 p.m. 

CERTIFICATION: 

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the 
minutes of the Budget Workshop of May 18, 2020 of the Town Council of Quartzsite, 
Arizona, held on May 18, 2020. 

I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was 
present. 

DATED this 9th day of June 2020 

On behalf of the Common Council 

Approved: � 

No�,Mayo 

Tina Abriani, Town Clerk 
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